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SUBJECT: IEA/SOM: COMPUTER PROGRAM FOR CRUDE OIL COST 
DATA COLLECTION 

REF: IEA/SOM (76) 42 

1 . PLEASE PASS TO IEA SECRETARIAT (OIL INDUSTRY DIVISION) 

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE REGARDING COMPUTER PROCEDURES FOR 
CRUDE COST DATA COLLECTION AND PROCESSING AS OUTLINED IN 
REFERENCE SOM DOCUMENT. 

2. BEGIN MESSAGE: THE UNITED STATES FINDS THE PROCEDURE 
IN PARAGRAPH 3 OF SECTION B OF IEA/SOM(76)42 FOR PRINTING 

OUT OF DATA CARDS IN THE EVENT OF ERRORS TO BE UNACCEPTABLE 
IN THAT IT WOULD COMPROMISE THE SECURITY OF PROPRIETARY DATA 
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ATABEURITY OF THE SYSTEM UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD 
DATA BE PRINTED OUT OTHER THAN IN AGGREGRATED FORM AS 
SPECIFIED IN SECTION A OF THE DOCUMENT. IF ERRORS ARE FOUND 
IN ANY COUNTRY'S DATA, THAT COUNTRY'S ENTIRE CARD DECK SHOULD 
BE RETURNED TO THE COURIER FOR IDENTIFICATION OF THE ERROR 
AND APPROPRIATE CORRECTION. 

ERRORS OF THE SORT IDENTIFIED BY THE PROCEDURES IN 
PARAGRAPH 3 COULD BE ENTIRELY AVOIDED IF CARDS WERE TO BE 
PRE-CHECKED BY COMPUTER IN EACH COUNTRY PRIOR TO TRANS- 
MITTAL TO THE IEA. IT HAS BEEN OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT THE 
IEA WOULD PROVIDE EACH COUNTRY WITH A STANDARD PROGRAM FOR 
SUCH A CONTROL. TO DATE WE HAVE RECEIVED NO SUCH PROGRAM. 

END MESSAGE. ROBINSON 
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